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FOR~WORD

~his narra.tive has been prepared by the Historical Division,
AOtAS. IntelliGence as a. contribution to the history of the Arrq
Air Forces i.n the current "r.l1'. !i!he study me beGn dra\'l!l large17
from mc..terials for'Vm.rded by the I:Iistorim.'~ Section, lanth Air
Force. Like other studies in the series, it is ~bjcct to revision
!lS welitionnl infomation 'becone s nvo.ilable.

; 1l &

~.:'... ; it, "d LL , : ..
I ! l. 11-1 I \ i '!, L ' ~ _
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Chapter I

lfliJil GE:JESIS OF AU AlurRICl,..J ~CTIC.AL AIR FOROE
I~; ~E T].l.,I:CED KIl7GDO:t

2he establishl:lent of the Uinth Air Force as the tactical air arm

of the United States h:rmy .AJ.r Forces in the United K1Jlbdom (USW'm:)

is a story whose oeginnings go bad: to the earliest use of tactical

aircraft. :By a ta.ctical air force is meant an ort,emization cOr:qJosed

of medimn o.nd lie;ht bomberr. and fiGhters llhich cots in a. close and

equal partnership 111th the Ground forces Bn£aged in combat. Di thel'

by direct participation in the bc.ttle J or by attenpting to isolate

the combat area fron enemy reinforc€'.ncnt s, 1t has beeome an 1nMs-

:gensao1e :9~.rtner of the eround forces in modem warfa.re.

El~100-20 COQi":a.n.d and.W1Q~ o!. au:.~ givas So clear

statement of the purposes of ~Ch a force: 1

The mission of the t~ctic~l air force conci$t~ of three p~sos

of' operations in the follolling order of priority: -
(1)~~rlQrlty--~o gain the necessary degree of air
sU!>eriorit~. !alia will be accompli~hed by attacks against air
craft in the air and on the ground t and against those enellW in
stallutions whiCh he requires for the application of oir power.
(2) Secon~ priority--To prevent the movement of hostile troops
and Su:91llies into the theater of operations or \dth1n the theater.
(3)~ ;prigrit::r--!?o participate in a. combined. effort of the
air and Ground. forces. in the battle area, to gain objectives on
the immediate front of the eround forces.

In some ree!?ects, this type of air force re~resents a return. to

sone of the ~hcn:rl~'l of t:orld iTll.r I since in thn.t conflict botA American

and :British avbt10n ",ere ri.gidly under the control of the gro·u.nd forces •

•
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--:1fC3§~~f19T~e~ )J: ~r_ Bill&!'
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,JL.J.. Qli r , r'T' )~J 2

and acted in closeat concert \-l1th them. In the Spanish Civil IJar of

1936-39 t ;;'ranco had used ploo.es in direct s'U??ort of his ground

:forces d.uring the l:1a.rch up the !i:£l.g\ls Valley t and the GerLlan Air Force

had been so el:1!'loyed in Poleno. and France. In all three oro.ses. air

pOl·rer had been comj;)letely dominated. by the ideas. concepts. and

oo~~d~ of the eround force co~der.

It remined for the :Srithh to develo-.J? the idea. of equal coopera-

tion betl1een air and ground clurl~ the latter nonthg o:f' the Afr1o::m

cnmpsigns. In 1939 t Goneral I'-avell re:na.r~:ed in the course of a. lecture

Elft Oxford. thn.t lithe cO:;lJ-nander "lith i:na,giIUtion • • • must be able to

handle air forces "Ii th the sa.':le l:no~lledge as forces on lana.. • •

It is the comblrL~tion of the tlro, never the action of one alone. that

'1:1111 bring success for a future 't'Jar. 112

!ihese precepts \fere c9.rried out with .great S:dll b~r the :British

du.r1nt; the trag1c retreats of 1943 when RommOl seemed about to end

the "Jar in Africa. Under the pressure of iIIl!tending defeat. the air

ruld £;round forces achieved a degree of mobili 'by, effect!veness. and.

above all, of cooperation hitherto UIJkno~:n in !lodern war. The air

operations staff no.! ll1or~.:ed beside the arny operations staff, :md

the air plo.n £01' coogeration ,dth the ground trooys was wor~::ea out

by both sta.f'fs in d=dly meetings. !i:he joint air-ground he~~dquaters

"laS divided into fOTusrd and rea.r echelons. The re~..r echelon main-

tained contc.ct "lith ClO!lL':13.nd headquxrtars in On.iro. and a.cted a.s a

connecting lin!: between O:dro and the fOl"iiard echelon which controlled

the fighter anll borJber groU!,ls. ':Co 3.l:\sure for such groups a. ma:rlIll\El
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mobility. their opcrationo wero aontrolled iron three vehicle~ whicll

could. l:eep u:p "lith th.e most rapidly shifting front. 3 The unit which

coordinated air actions ~11th ground forces '1:3.8 3. ,joint Army-PO

a&ency knoun a~ the ~\ir Sup:!?ort Oontrol. It race1ved in1'o~r'.t1on

frou both nil' and ground SOU1'ces. aoted as a clearing house on re-

quests for air assistance, end issued the necessary orders to the

air grou:JS. Aircraft used in action '\.;r1 th ground troops included

fiehtara. fi{;htar-bomoers, medium and light bo:wbers.4:

DurinG the cr1 ticf:!J. fightitlt,; betwsElIl 28 June and 22 Jul=r J.942,

EA:S' mediu.l1 and light bombardment dropped Z.900 ,000 pound" of bom.bs in

869 sortles aGainst motor transport, nirdrolIles. ports. and shi:p~ing.

Sorties flown by nedium ont!. light bombers in cooperation. \'l'ith the

Eie;hth .~~ 1'lere 1.949 I and 3.800 1000 pounds of bOI:lbs were dropped.

~1ghter-oombers carried 1.160.000 pounds of ~~losives in 1.418

sorties t and fighter planes str:rl'ed &round instoJ.lations. motor trans-

porta I tan.'!.:s t troop concentrations and acted a.s escorts to li§ht and
5

nedium bombers for a total. of 6.180 raids.

§;hug, out of the German threa.t to ::Jg;rot in 1942. air-ground

cooperation "'as producing the most m.obile and ne:rlbl.e eI:tploynent of

c.ir po,rer ever seen. In the opinion of :!aj. Gen. Le\lls E. :Brereton.

himsolf an expert in the employment of tacticru. air forces» this
6

brilli~t use of aircraft ~~ved the 3ritiSh in Afrioa:

l!ot only "as cOm:Plete ldr advantage maintained a.t all times.
but the determined ann successful attac~s carried out con
tinuously day and nieht asainst axh ad.vanc1ng forces and
lines of cor.tr:IUnicationg permitted. the :3ritish withdrawal with
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only minor lossos. It was the action of the Royal ~Ur Porce
alone that prevented the destruction of the 31gb.th ArttJ:r.

!fuese developments were \1atched t·ri.th great interest by the U. S.

Army Air Forces. O:ffioia.lly, the Amerioan doctrine that air units

attached to troops should be under the uJ.timate conmand o:f the ground

force cO::ID1..qnder st:l1l prevailed in the 'Ilar DeIlm-tnent. h ~ o;zmw

~ Oo.mW Arrlaj;iQn, an. ofiioial pub1io"~tion used bY' the ..u'r Oorps

Tactica.l School at !hxwell Field in 1939, sto.ted that the t1Air Force

is being employed undor the direct control of tae OOl!la"lJlder-in-Ohief

of the Pield Forces ll ;
7 and fl ••• our task air force has been directed

to s~port the ground forces in accordanoe ~dth the instructions of

8
the ero'tlIld force cOr.:lrJ..1.D.ders. II

2he progress of ail' pOi1er in the Buropesn \'13.1' failed to modify

,1ar :Depo.rtnent d.octrines. F:r ~Ia.n:uBl l-7~ Oon'bat Orders, published

16 June 1942, definitel;,' stated that "e.!r force un1tl:l assigned missions

of sup:!>ort1nG ground forces include all ty'!;>ElS ••• and are under the

direct control of the €1'ound force coumander to l,Thom assigned. u9 As

repeated wi th011t the alteration of a period or COLUIla the s tatemcnt

concerning the sullordin.?tion of air uni. ts to Bround control which had

10
a.ppea.red in the edition of' 1940.

On the other hand, combo.t ez:perience in the I:iddle East indica.ted

that a different concept of air and e;round. operations was taking

shape. As enrly as September 1941, Uaj. Gen. George II. :Brett had

cabled Genpral unola thr\t !Ioperationa in Uear Bast different from
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any as yet observed, o.nd we should be obtaining benofit of the e:>-:-

perience. 1I Shortly after\<:ards he requested that three special ob-

server~ be sent to ti:J.e !:iddle 3ast: ona to be responsible for opera-

tiona.l lia.ison. another for bomber opern.t:lons, ana. a third for fighter

11
operations.

Ap~:roximntely1 year later, in a lengthy report to General

Arnold, General Brereton paid tribute to the air d.evelo!?ments in

this the~ter, e~d stated ~t ~7 ot the lessons 1enrned would a9~ly

12
to opern.tions anyi.1here. He stressed es;?eeially the success of

fighter-bol:1bero opera.ting in direct oooJ?eration with the ground

troops. T'.Ile reason for this success l'lC1.S due, :first, to the high

d.egree of mobility nk-dntcined. by all commando; and second, to the

maintenance of suacessfuJ. communioa.tions. LText to effioient air-

sround cooperation. e.n a.dequate communi.cFl.tion sysbe::a, he :felt. ~~as

13
"the key to success. 'I

tJh.en the north .4.friean Theater was opened by the ~\neric?.n land.-

ings in TIoveober of 1942. ideas of air and sround cooperation passed

from the fiold of theory to actual e~eriment. As was to be eJ:.!.)ected.

the earliest efforts to ooordinntc the two branches were not especially

sucoeasful. After v..l.tching some of our first attempts, :Brig. Gen.

P. H. Robinett wrote to General Harshal1: 14

The coordination of t~.nk attacks wi tIl infantry and with air
attacl::s has 'been perfect on the German side. On our own it is
yet to be achieved. • • • Fron this front line seat it a.ppears
that there \'1111 be no coordination Ulltil 0.11 ground and air
elements bearing on a single co~on objective are effectively
placed in the hands of a single cOlllJ:laJlder. • • • I all sorry
to bother you with this tale, but 1t is the most itlportant one
confronting our land effort •..'ijC', \I. !:1" rPi'Jl;i

j I ; I 1_

!-.[! wr:,?? j < T',r l' rqp:;
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Oonmenting on this letter) Gene!'al Arnold wrote: "This is something

thso.t I ho.ve bean po'.mding on now for over a. year--c!>parently with.

little success. I have empho.sized time aud tine again the urgent

neeees!'by tor having perfect team pll\Y between the Air Support units

and. the Ground troops • • • • ,,15

In spite of initial difficultiAS. an American tacticsl air

force bego.n to take shaye in lTorth Africe•• sreatly influenced. 'by

:aritish pioneerine in air-E;round. cooperation. Air sU"0Port commands

lfere fortteu !?Jld assigned fighter. fighter-bouber and reconnaiRsance

wits; medi'W:l end light bombers wore grouped in a tactiCal bo:nber

force. During the air war phase of activities, th.e bombers operated

directly under control of' the ~actica1 _til' Comnand. but llhen ground

cO:lbat .developed and the air activity entered what wa.s called th.e

llclose-s~port11 phase) a portion of the bomber force was shifted to

1'10rl: with the :£'igaters under the operational control of the air

s'tq)port cO:ilI'J:lJlds. At all times t close anc1.. intimate cooperation

bett'1een 2.11' and ground forces "ms provided.. 16

l,~j. Gen. Carl Spnatz wo..s also greatly impressed with the ne,"

oil' tactics growing out of the wElstern desert c8nroa.igns. On 19

:~ebruary 1943 he oiU1ea. General Ar!l.old.'s attention to a pem:?h1et

:.r>repexed b~' Gen. Sir :Bernard Nonteomery end distributed l1t a. recent

assenbl:r of hi&h-r~:inG co;nnand nnd staff officers.
l

? According to

GenernJ. l!onteomery tho €1'eatest asset of 2.ir pOller ,,'as its £lenbillty.

This meant th.n.t the lIwh.ole weidlt of the avail~.ble air po....er can 'be

W I"j\-'J'l'~' l"'l:•• u~i ,,\J-lQ f....-' 'If),. ( " ";;:: .. ' • •
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used in se~ected areas in turn; this eoncentrated -tl.se of' the air

striking force is a bo.ttle-wln.ni.ng factor of the first importn.uce. 1I18

It ~TouJ.d be disastrous. he folt. to permit the air am to dissipa.te

its strenGth in "shla11 yackets placed und.er the cOmland of army

fornation cOIlU:lOJld.ers. uith each po.eket 'l'torkin6 on its otm plan. The

soldier must not exgect. or wish to exerciBe direct command over air

atriId.ns forces. 11
19

From this it followed that an army cO:ilLmnder

must have an air headqu..'U'ters 'd. th hit! which 'tlouJ.d exercico direct

control over squaclro;ns allotted for operationa in sU!lPort of !tis army.

Thu~ throut;h cooperation idth the air headquarters, the army commander

could obtain the s11pJ?ort of the trilole air striJdns 101'c9 at the rCCluired

pla.ce. "All t14'\t is required, n concluded GenereJ. I.~ontsomery, "is

that the two staffs t e.my and. air. should ",ork together at the same

R. Q.. in co:nplete harmollj, Q.11d. "Ii th complete nutual understanding and.

"0oonfidence. II""

!i:he follo:-1ng month General Spaatz reinforced this impressive

tribute to the a.dvantages of air-ground cooperetlon by pointin~ ont

to his chief' that the conditione prevailing in the Uorth ~<\.1r1C&n

Theater were not special or unusual, but tended to approx1mo.te the

condit1ons lIunder which our land forces \'1111 be confronte d at least

during the Eur011ean phases of tho ma.r. ltal In his opinion. our

pra'V'ioua conc~ta of' air-ground coopera.tion were cOi.3}?letely in

adeq~te.22 :ihat \'JaS needed was more adeq'lmto protection tor ground

troops against dive bombing, better reconnaissance and photographic

\lork, and increased usa o:f the :fighter-bomber and medium bomber

C6'f1:nBE\r~
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